DODDINGTON ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY – APRIL 2023
Report from the Chair of the Parish Council

I’m very pleased to have this opportunity to explain to you all what your Parish Council has been involved in during the last twelve months.
We have continued our success in gaining funding from Cambridgeshire County Council’s Local Highways Initiative, which has allowed us to continue our repairs to worn and unsafe footways in the village. This time, we have repaired the stretch from Ingles Lane to The George Inn, and we have just applied for funding to  repair the stretch from Askham Village to the top of Hospital Road. If we are successful, this will give us £25k of funding through the LHI scheme and we will provide any remaining cost to complete the work through our reserves.
Having seen the installation of the three new bus shelters in the village, which have proved very popular, we have commissioned a further shelter to be installed on new hard standing, opposite the entrance to Chestnut Close. This will protect both school children, who wait for buses there and residents from the Primrose Hill end of the village.
Whilst on the subject of the bus shelters, I should mention the new notice boards that have been installed in the three already built units. These are available for any club or group in the village to use, and they help give more publicity for events taking place here. If you wish to place a notice, you can do so through one of our  Councillors, details of who can be found on our website and within the notice boards themselves.  
The Parish Council contributed to the commemoration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee by completing the work, already started with the cleaning of the stone work, on our Village Icon – the Clock Tower. We have installed new Victorian lanterns on each corner, and have lit the clock faces from behind – giving it the title ‘Our own Big Ben’.  Further work will be undertaken this year to repair the fixings of each clock face. I’m sure you all agree that this has improved the building, and further enhanced the centre of our village. 
We have also undertaken to plant an Acer tree on the green area near the Village Sign, to commemorate the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative. This will be planted with a Rowan tree donated by the W.I.  
The severe cold weather that we experienced in January and February, gave us the chance to  introduce a ‘warm hub’ into the village, using the Church Rooms to provide a warm area  that people could come into, enjoy a free tea or coffee and meet with others for a chat. This proved to be very popular and is something that we will seriously consider providing again during the colder months in the future. Our thanks to the volunteers who gave their time to help us provide this.
During the year, the Council considered 57 planning applications, and, as usual, tried to ensure that we recommended only those which fitted into the footprint of the village, and were not large developments. Your Chair spoke at a number of Planning Committee meetings at Fenland District Council to express our views on various applications and we were delighted that we were able to help reject the application behind Bevills Close for circa 48 houses.
 The Parish Council is leading, together with a number of residents, the Doddington Neighbourhood Plan Group, which was set up to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish of Doddington. These Plans are very important in that they allow residents to express their views on what they would like to see in their village in the future, what they would like to see improved, and conversely what they would not like to see,  and to ensure that their views are taken into account when the new District Council Local Plan is put into place, and further applications involving the village are considered. 
The results of the questionnaire that was published in the Doddington Diary and on line were on display at a recent Open Day in the Village Hall where there was a superb display of information about the village.  I hope that you found time to visit the display and ask any questions or make comments to the members of the Group who were available on the day. This work continues apace and I would like to thank the members of the Group who have delivered some really excellent work towards the final Plan over the last months. 
At long last, we on the Parish Council are delighted that the Puffin crossing, that we have been planning  and  pushing for, for over five years, is now nearing completion. This will not only be used by the school children and their parents and guardians, but will provide a safe place for all residents to cross the very busy High Street . The Crossing Patrol will be in attendance to help children and adults to get used to the new facility until the after the build is complete. We will, of course let you know when the crossing is commissioned.
What other areas that we have been involved in ?
 We were consulted about the Local Government boundary Commission changes, which looked to include extra villages with Doddington and to provide an additional ward Councillor, and we lobbied hard to keep the status quo - to retain two Councillors and  keep Wimblington and Doddington together as one ward as they work extremely well in that formula and we are lucky to have two hard working and pro-active Councillors. The case was won and we remain as we were.
 Our Councillors have attended various courses throughout the year so that we keep abreast of current changes in legislation, and are aware of what is available to help us to engage professionally with our parishioners. 
As Chair of the Council, I attend a monthly Police and Councilor meeting for the North of Fenland, at which we are updated on what is happening throughout our area, and are able to report any concerns or incidents in our own village. This works very well and we have a great rapport with our Neighbourhood Policing team, who provide us with an excellent service. One thing I would say here is, if you have any concerns about incidents happening in the village then please always report these. The Police cannot help if they are unaware of what is happening.
We were also instrumental in helping to secure the funding for the repairs to the Church wall by lobbying to have this completed before the wall collapsed completely, and the village lost this grade two listed structure. We continue to ensure that our village is kept as clean and tidy as possible and thank those who give their time to help by litter picking, using dog waste bins and litter bins. 
We were delighted to be consulted by Fenland District Council regarding the installation of new play equipment on the Abbey playing field, and a working party helped to choose the new layout. However, your Parish Council wished to ensure that the flooring beneath the play equipment,  provided  the highest possible standard of safety for the children, and as this did not fall within the allotted FDC budget, we made a contribution to the cost.
I think that I can mention here that our Council will continue with the same membership, as there were nine nominations for nine positions at the announcement of the May Elections. Having Councillors who have some experience of being part of a Parish Council is really helpful, and we are lucky as a village to have a team of very pro-active people to represent us. 
My thanks to that hard working team, who give of their time and effort freely throughout the year, and to our Parish Clerk, Roger Wilkin who keeps the ship afloat financially, legally, and sensibly throughout. I should also mention our  District Councillors, and County Councillor Maureen Davis and David Connor, who give us excellent support and help throughout the year.
We hope to continue to serve Doddington as before, and always welcome any ideas that you might have for us to consider. You are also always welcome to attend our meetings, contact details for which are available each month in the Doddington Diary, and on our website, Doddingtonparishcouncil.org.uk. 
I’m always happy to answer questions, or offer any help that  you may need. If you need to contact me please get in touch at;
Chair.ruthhufton@doddingtonparishcouncil.org.uk 
Telephone : 01354 740323
Mobile: 07787631153
Many thanks.

